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Introduction

King's Church International (KCI) is a non-denominational, multi-ethnic church established for the purpose of holding services of public Christian worship and of serving people of all faiths and none both locally and internationally. Located in the Windsor-Slough locality, we have more than 600 members who live in the Thames Valley area.
KCI is highly active in the local community.  Each week we hold regular Sunday morning services open to all members of the public.

We run a regular Saturday morning kids club for over 300 children. Workers visit over 1000 children in the community each week.

Additionally we provide training programs to help people in different aspects of life, including marriage and family life. We also provide pastoral support for many people.
Overseas, we provide developmental assistance in various countries. In Burkina Faso, we provide the support to educate more than 600 children. We have also helped build homes in Sri Lanka following the tsunami. Currently we are working with Habitat for Humanity in South Africa to build houses for low income individuals.

Christian Foundations
As Christians we welcome the Government’s efforts to eradicate unfair treatment and discrimination. 
The Bible sets the standard for all legal codes outlawing discrimination. Christian teaching provides the foundation for the teaching that we should love all people and treat people fairly and justly. In Matthew 22:36-40 Jesus described the two greatest laws as “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” In the well know parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus went on to explain that “your neighbour” is any other human: whatever their sex, race, religion or other characteristic. Indeed, if everyone in society were to follow this teaching, there would be no unjustified discrimination. 

Harassment
We strongly oppose the proposals to outlaw harassment on the grounds of religion or belief because such a law is unnecessary, very broad – the definition of harassment substantially depends on the perception of the person who makes an allegation of harassment and not the intention of the person accused of harassment - and will damage freedom to preach and debate about religions. 
Harassment on the grounds sexual orientation
We strongly oppose proposals to outlaw harassment on the grounds of sexual orientation because such a law is unnecessary, very broad (it will encourage litigation) and will damage freedom of conscience and freedom of belief for Christians to teach about sexual morality. 
The Government has already ignored reasoned arguments put forward by Christians in relation to SORs, and this has already led to a Catholic adoption agency closing and many other Christian service providers being put under pressure to compromise their faith or give up their jobs. 
Duty on public authorities to promote sexual orientation equality

We oppose the idea of placing a duty on public authorities to promote sexual orientation equality and believe that this will be divisive and damaging to the relationship between Christians and public authorities. We also oppose the idea that religious organisations performing public functions should be bound by non-discrimination laws where this conflicts with their doctrinal teachings. 
Duty on public authorities to promote religion or belief equality
We oppose the idea of placing a duty on public authorities to promote religion or belief equality and fear that it will result in damaging acts of ‘political correctness’ by promoting minority religions at the expense of Christianity. We do not believe that all religions are equal and do not believe that it is the role of the state to be involved in the promotion of religion. 
Transsexuals

The Bible teaches that God created men and women (Genesis 1:26-27). We believe that those who call themselves ‘transsexuals’ need to be given counselling and support rather than surgery. This would be the most caring and respectful response to people calling themselves ‘transsexual.’ As Christians and as a church we are loving to all people, including transsexuals, however it is essential that churches are free, in certain circumstances, to treat transsexuals differently.

Conclusion 

As Christians who follow the teachings of the Bible we are concerned at rising levels of intolerance against freedom of religious belief. We are also concerned that our rights as a Christian church are not being properly recognised and indeed that there is discrimination towards Christians and Christianity that is a worrying development.

