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Introduction – United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (CSW)

I am delighted to introduce the third newsletter from the Government Equalities Office (GEO) providing information on the United Nation’s Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) 55th Session for UK non-Governmental organisations (NGOs). We plan to send the next newsletter to you at the end of the week commencing 28 February.

For those of you that have not attended before, the CSW is a functional commission of the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), dedicated exclusively to gender equality and advancement of women. It is the principal global policy-making body. Every year, representatives of UN Member States gather at United Nations Headquarters in New York to evaluate progress on gender equality, identify challenges, set global standards and formulate concrete policies to promote gender equality and advancement of women worldwide.

The themes this year are: 

Priority Theme:

       “Access and participation of women and girls to education, training, science and technology, including for the promotion of women’s equal access to full employment and decent work”

Review Theme: 


“The elimination of all forms of discrimination and violence against the girl child” 

Emerging Issue:


Gender and sustainable development
News
Baroness Verma, House of Lords spokesperson on International Development and Equalities, attended the launch of UN Women and met Michelle Bachelet (the UN Under-Secretary General and executive Director for UN Women). She handed her a joint letter of support from Theresa May, Minister for Women and Equalities, and Andrew Mitchell, Secretary of State for International Development. She had a number of bilateral meetings with other heads of delegation and presented the UK statement:  

Please also see here for a press release from Andrew Mitchell and Lynne Featherstone on the launch of UN Women. 


UK Delegation diary

Tuesday 22nd 

The UK delegation attended the opening of the CSW. In her opening speech, Michelle Bachelet, welcomed the establishment of UN Women and set out its five priorities. 

We attended the high level roundtable at which Joy Carter, Vice-Chancellor at the University of Winchester spoke about the need to go beyond statistics regarding the lack of girls and women in STEM and the need to address cultures and attitudes which create barriers. 

Sir Mark Lyall Grant, the UK’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations, hosted a reception for UK NGOs, other Ambassadors and officials at the UK Mission. We were joined by UK parliamentarians; Teresa Coffee, Fiona MacTaggart and Nicola Blackwood. Mark spoke about the value the UK puts on our relationship with civil society organisations and the significance of 2011 as the year that saw the establishment of UN women, which the UK has strongly campaigned for. 

In my speech I spoke about the economic case for getting more girls and women into STEM careers and how relevant this is to the economic recovery.  

Geena Davis, the US actress attended. Geena has established a research foundation on gender and the media. We discussed with her the UK’s work to get more women on to boards of top companies and the Lord Davies report and body confidence. Other women attending included Mae Jemison, the first African American female astronaut in the US.  

Wednesday 23rd 

We attended the panels on the priority theme on access and participation of women and girls to education, training, science and technology, which featured a number of insightful presentations. Papers from the panels can be found here. 
We participated in a side event hosted by the US, with Brazil and India on new approaches needed to advance women and girls in science. 

We met counterparts from New Zealand, Canada and the Netherlands to exchange information and national experiences. 

We hosted a briefing for NGOs to explain more about the background to the establishment of UN Women, how it will work in practice and how NGOs might best engage and influence. There were calls for a post-CSW event where NGOs can discuss follow up. 

Thursday 24th
Panel discussions on the priority theme continued. We also attended side events on green jobs and female genital mutilation.

Baroness Verma presented the UK statement and had a series of useful bilateral meetings with other heads of delegation. 

The highlight of Thursday was the launch of UN Women – there were inspiring and thought-provoking speeches from speakers including Ban Ki Moon, UN Secretary General; Joseph Deiss, President of the General Assembly, Michelle Bachelet and Geena Davis. 

Friday 25th 

Today negotiations have started on the draft agreed conclusions. 

Lastly, this year there is a UK youth caucus at CSW, who have participated in a range of side events and also attended the events at the Mission. You can follow them at www.twitter.com/ukyouthcaucus
For the latest information on UK NGOs journey through CSW55 in New York, take a look at the regular posts from the following blog: 


Parallel Side Events and other Key Dates

· The calendar of parallel events of Permanent Missions and UN entities is available here
· A calendar of NGO parallel side events is available here
· UK NGOs meeting at the Baha’i International Centre, 866 UN Plaza, Suite 120, Corner of 48th and 1st from 9am – 9:45am from Tuesday 22 February – Friday 25 February. 

· An evening presentation by the UK Mission taking place on Friday 25 February from 6:00 – 7:00pm where Mission staff will speak about the work undertaken by the UK Mission.

Agreed Conclusions, CSW55 Discussion Papers and EU Statement
Agreed Conclusions 
The Draft Agreed Conclusions
 are available. Additional CSW55 discussion papers can be accessed here.
You also view the EU Statement here.


Looking Ahead to Week Two
· The calendar of parallel events of Permanent Missions and UN entities  in week 2 is available here
· A calendar of NGO parallel side events in week 2 is available here
· The UK delegation to CSW will be busy negotiating resolutions and conclusions. We will attend the panel sessions relating to the review theme on violence against women and give the UK statement. 
Keeping in Touch 

If you would like to keep in touch with the UK Delegation please send your correspondence to: csw@geo.gsi.gov.uk. This inbox will be checked at frequent intervals daily during CSW.
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Useful addresses in New York
United Nations Headquarters

Visitor entrance

First Avenue at 46th Street

www.un.org
UKMis (UK Mission to the United Nations)

One Dag Hammarskjold Plaza

28th Floor (47th entrance)

uk@un.int
Phone: 212 745 9250

Fax: 212 745 9316

www.ukun.org
British Consulate-General

845 Third Avenue

Phone: 212 745 0200

Church Center for the United Nations

Corner of First Avenue and 44th Street

(The majority of NGO side/parallel events take place in the Church Center)

Baha’i International Centre

866 UN Plaza, 

Suite 120, 

Corner of 48th and 1st

Salvation Army 

120 West 14th Street, 

New York, NY100011
Useful Links
UN Women

The NGO Committee on the Status of Women, NY
Government Equalities Office
UN Women UK
National Alliance of Women’s Organisations (NAWO)
UK Resource Centre for Science, Engineering and Technology (UKRC SET)
CSW55 documentation including 
NGO written statements 

UN Commission on the Status of 
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No 3 February 2011 from Helene Reardon Bond, Head of UK Women’s National Machinery 








     Other Useful Links and Contact Information











PAGE  
1

