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Introduction – United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (CSW)
I am delighted to introduce the first newsletter from the Government Equalities Office (GEO) providing information on the United Nation’s Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) 55th Session for UK non-Governmental organisations (NGOs). Future e-newsletters will be sent to you week commencing 14 February, 21 February and 28 February. I hope you find it to be a helpful resource and we would welcome your feedback. 
For those of you that have not attended before, the CSW is a functional commission of the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), dedicated exclusively to gender equality and advancement of women. It is the principal global policy-making body. Every year, representatives of UN Member States gather at United Nations Headquarters in New York to evaluate progress on gender equality, identify challenges, set global standards and formulate concrete policies to promote gender equality and advancement of women worldwide.

CSW 2011
The 55th session of the CSW will be held from 22 February - 4 March 2011. The thematic focuses of CSW 55 will be: 

Priority theme: “Access and participation of women and girls to education, training, science and technology, including for the promotion of women’s equal access to full employment and decent work”; and,

Review theme: “The elimination of all forms of discrimination and violence against the girl child”.
UK Ministers are committed to continuing the strong and productive relationship with UK NGOs. To initiate this process, GEO organised a pre-CSW briefing meeting on 19th January to ensure that our UK NGOs were well informed about the UK Government’s policy and actions relating to the CSW themes. The event gave UK NGO representatives a platform to interact with a number of expert policy officials from the Government Equalities Office (GEO), Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO), Department for International Development (DFID), Home Office (HO), Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS) and Department for Education (DFE) throughout the meeting and also to share details of provisional arrangements for CSW.
More information on CSW, is available on the UN Women website.

Working Together
Ministers have very recently approved the UK delegation which I will be leading for the first week supported by Claire Fielder. Celia Reed will lead the second week. We will be supported by Kat McCreadie from the UK FCO throughout the two weeks of the session.
To facilitate smooth communication in the run up and throughout the CSW session, we have set up a new email address to enable effective two-way information sharing. The address is:  csw@geo.gsi.gov.uk
In addition, we will be organising a number of events/ meetings (details below) so it is essential that Shelly Dowrich has all your contact details and those of others that you know will be attending CSW. Please contact Shelly via the above- mentioned email address by Friday 11 February, 2011 with this information.  

Key Dates and Arrangements
The United Kingdom (UK) has a longstanding commitment to the CSW and participates actively in the annual CSW session. We are grateful to our colleagues in the Permanent Mission at the UN for helping us to organise the following events: 

· UK Ambassador’s Reception Tuesday 22nd Feb- 6.30pm to 8.30 pm). Personal invites and venue details will be issued from our Mission in advance due to security. Please ensure that Shelly has your contact details (including email addresses) by Friday 11 February so that your invitations can be sent.
· UK Mission Presentation on UN Women 23rd Feb- 5:30pm to 6:30pm
· 24th Feb sees the launch of UN women. Register here to apply for invitations. Please be advised that registering through this link does not guarantee access to the event due to limited space available
· UK Mission Presentation  on the CSW55 resolutions and the work undertaken by the UK Mission  to the UN 25th Feb -6.30pm to 7.30pm 

· For NGO Parallel Side events see here:
· A full list of UK NGOs Parallel Side Events will be featured in the next e-newsletter. So do email me with details of your events.
Key Programme Dates 
Key dates in advance of CSW:
· The NGO Committee on the Status of Women, NY in collaboration with UN Women Cordially invites you to: A Briefing for CSW55 on Monday14 February 2011, 13:30pm – 2:45pm-North Lawn Building Conference Room 8 (UN- New York, USA)


Logistics
· Due to the building works at the UN access to the building has been limited. NGOs are required to obtain a secondary pass. Details on how to obtain this can be accessed here. Secondary passes must also be presented to gain access to the building. We have been advised that only one time-limited secondary pass will be given to each organization to be shared among its representatives. 

· CSW NGO registration:

Please note that the UN will be open on the following dates for CSW registration:

Friday 18 February (all day)

Saturday 19 February (all day)

Sunday 20 February (half-day)

· Monday 21 February (all day)

· CSW55 timetable is available here 


· National Alliance of Women’s Organisations (NAWO) have produced a useful guide to CSW for NGOs and will be keeping it updated. Please see here to access the guide.


Agreed Conclusions and Resolutions
At the time of writing, no draft of the agreed conclusions has been received. We are keen for you to have input into this process and since the negotiation will be compressed into a shorter timeframe it would be very useful if you could email us with any key points you would want the UK Government Delegation to push for inclusion. Please send us this by Friday 11 February to: csw@geo.gsi.gov.uk 
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Useful addresses in New York
United Nations Headquarters

Visitor entrance

First Avenue at 46th Street

www.un.org
UKMis (UK Mission to the United Nations)

One Dag Hammarskjold Plaza

28th Floor (47th entrance)

uk@un.int
Phone: 212 745 9250

Fax: 212 745 9316

www.ukun.org
British Consulate-General

845 Third Avenue

Phone: 212 745 0200
Church Center for the United Nations

Corner of First Avenue and 44th Street

(The majority of NGO side/parallel events take place in the Church Center)

Useful Links
UN Women

The NGO Committee on the Status of Women, NY
Government Equalities Office
UN Women UK
National Alliance of Women’s Organisations (NAWO)
UK Resource Centre for Science, Engineering and Technology (UKRC SET)
CSW55 documentation including 
NGO written statements 
UN Commission on the Status of 
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No1 February 2011 from Helene Reardon Bond, Head of UK Women’s National Machinery 
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� Disclaimer: Please note that this guidance has kindly been produced by NAWO for use by NGOs. GEO is not responsible for the information contained therein
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