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Introduction – United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (CSW)
I am delighted to introduce the second newsletter from the Government Equalities Office (GEO) providing information on the United Nation’s Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) 55th Session for UK non-Governmental organisations (NGOs). Future e-newsletters will be sent to you weeks commencing 21 February and 28 February. I hope you find it to be a helpful resource. 
For those of you that have not attended before, the CSW is a functional commission of the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), dedicated exclusively to gender equality and advancement of women. It is the principal global policy-making body. Every year, representatives of UN Member States gather at United Nations Headquarters in New York to evaluate progress on gender equality, identify challenges, set global standards and formulate concrete policies to promote gender equality and advancement of women worldwide.
I know that many of you are travelling to New York this weekend and early next week. Please be advised that UK nationals travelling to the United States will need to apply for ESTA in advance of travel. This is a program utilised by the United States Department of Homeland Security to determine eligibility for visitors travelling to the USA. Do ensure you register via the official website – there are many unauthorised and in some cases fraudulent third party sites.

Logistics Update
Following on from my last e-newsletter, there have been some further developments regarding access to the UN Building during CSW. Details can be obtained in the following:

NGO Advisory 2
NGO Advisory 3
NGO Advisory 4
NGO Advisory 5
To aid your participation, the NGO Committee on the Status of Women NY has helpfully put together a CSW55 Handbook for NGOs which provides a host of information you will find useful.

Parallel Side Events and other Key Dates
· The calendar of parallel events of Permanent Missions and UN entities is available here
· A calendar of NGO parallel side events is available here
· The NGO Consultation Day will take place on Monday 21 February at the Salvation Army 120 West 14th Street, New York, NY100011. 

· The CSW Artisan Fair will take place on Thursday 24 February. Click here to register for vendor space.

· UK NGOs will meet at the Baha’i International Centre, 866 UN Plaza, Suite 120, Corner of 48th and 1st from 9am – 9:45am from Tuesday 22 February – Friday 25 February 
· NB: A selection of UK NGO parallel side events flyers accompany this newsletter.
· Evening Presentations by the UK Mission will take place on:
· Wednesday 23 February -5:30 – 6:30pm (Topic: UN Women)
· Friday 25 February – 6:30 – 7:30pm (Topic: CSW55 Resolutions and the work undertaken by the UK Mission)
Agreed Conclusions and CSW55 Discussion Papers
Agreed Conclusions 
The Draft Agreed Conclusions
 are now available. Additional CSW55 discussion papers can be accessed here.
Keeping in Touch 
If you would like to keep in touch with the UK Delegation please send your correspondence to: csw@geo.gsi.gov.uk. This inbox would be checked at frequent intervals daily during CSW.
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Useful addresses in New York
United Nations Headquarters

Visitor entrance

First Avenue at 46th Street

www.un.org
UKMis (UK Mission to the United Nations)

One Dag Hammarskjold Plaza

28th Floor (47th entrance)

uk@un.int
Phone: 212 745 9250

Fax: 212 745 9316

www.ukun.org
British Consulate-General

845 Third Avenue

Phone: 212 745 0200
Church Center for the United Nations

Corner of First Avenue and 44th Street

(The majority of NGO side/parallel events take place in the Church Center)

Baha’i International Centre

866 UN Plaza, 

Suite 120, 

Corner of 48th and 1st
Salvation Army 

120 West 14th Street, 

New York, NY100011
Useful Links
UN Women

The NGO Committee on the Status of Women, NY
Government Equalities Office
UN Women UK
National Alliance of Women’s Organisations (NAWO)
UK Resource Centre for Science, Engineering and Technology (UKRC SET)
CSW55 documentation including 
NGO written statements 
UN Commission on the Status of 
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No2 February 2011 from Helene Reardon Bond, Head of UK Women’s National Machinery 
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