Violence against Women and Girls Statement 

· The UK considers violence against women and girls (VAWG) is a serious crime: it ruins lives, it destroys families, and it has an impact across the generations. The UK is clear that the prevention of violence should be at the heart of its approach to combating violence against women and girls. 
· In the UK alone the minimum cost of violence against women is estimated to be £37.6bn annually. However, this does not take into account the long-term emotional and mental health problems experienced by victims or the fact that many of these crimes are unreported and undetected. 
· Combating VAWG is a key priority for the UK. The Government has increasingly focussed on a number of measures to prevent and eliminate violence against women that covers issues such as sexual violence and abuse, domestic violence, forced marriage and so called honour based violence. 
· The UK government is developing a coherent and integrated strategy. On 25 November 2010, it outlined its guiding principles in this area for the next 4 years. A detailed action plan will follow in spring 2011 and this will be supported by a targeted communications strategy. The strategy will focus on preventing VAWG from happening in the first place and dealing fully with its effects. 
· We continue to raise awareness amongst communities and front line practitioners through community engagement and outreach programmes that forced marriage is illegal. 
· We continue to raise awareness that so called honour based violence (HBV) is a crime and there is no honour in it and ensure victims are aware of their rights and the support available to them. For example, we intend to develop a resource pack about forms of HBV for new and recent entrants to the UK to assist them in understanding their rights here and signpost them to support services. 

· The Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) Act 2003 provides a clear message that it is unacceptable and illegal in the UK, and has been successful in raising awareness about the practice, and as a positive catalyst for outreach work.
· We continue to champion a different way of thinking about female genital mutilation by ensuring that front-line practitioners have access to information about how to deal with victims.
· The Devolved Assemblies in Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales are also separately taking forward initiatives to tackle VAWG.

· The Scottish Government is continuing to implement Safer Lives: Changed Lives and the National Domestic Abuse Delivery Plan for Children and Young People. 
· In Wales, “The Right to be Safe" a 6 year integrated, cross government strategy for tackling all forms of violence against women was published by the Welsh Assembly Government in 2010.  To support the delivery of the strategy a three year implementation plan has been developed. 
· Our commitment to tackling violence against women and girls does not stop at the borders of the UK. This violence stops progress towards the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) when women are unable to contribute to their societies and benefit fully from health, education, economic opportunities and other services due to physical suffering or fear of being attacked. 

· Internationally, the UK is fully committed to advancing women’s rights, including through the UN and UN Women which has a key role in promoting gender equality and women’s empowerment worldwide and will ensure greater international co-ordination in tackling violence against women and girls. 

· Lynne Featherstone, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Equalities has been appointed the government’s Ministerial Champion to Tackle Violence against Women and Girls Overseas. The role will include providing policy coherence and coordination across government departments, and representing the UK overseas. It will include encouraging relevant Ministers to use all levers in their domestic, European and international engagements to ensure these issues remain high on the agenda and provide updates to ministers in the UK. 
· We are putting gender equality and girls and women’s empowerment at the front and centre of international development. Leading international action to improve the lives of girls and women is one of the six pillars of the Department for International Development (DfID) Structural Reform Plan. 

· This focuses on four priority areas: 

· promoting the economic empowerment of girls and women

· improving maternal health and access to family planning;

· increasing the number of girls completing primary and progressing to secondary education; and 
· eliminating violence against girls and women. 
· We will continue to strongly support implementation of CEDAW, including the Optional Protocol and will remain a driving force behind the implementation of the United Nation’s Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security. 
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